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Emerging 
Production of Writing
 

 
Knowledge of Language
 

Standard IXL skills

Determine author's purpose and thesis 1. Identify the author's purpose   K5H

Relate individual sentences to author's purpose 1. Trace an argument   A9H

Identify the rhetorical purpose of words and
phrases

1. Identify appeals to ethos, pathos, and logos in
advertisements   QUT

2. Use personification   RTX

Identify main ideas 1. Determine the main idea of a passage   TH7

Identify supporting details 1. Identify supporting details in informational
texts   8HV

2. Identify supporting details in literary texts   XXH

Connect ideas across paragraphs 1. Compare and contrast in informational
texts   8ZK

Standard IXL skills

Concisely communicate ideas 1. Order topics from broadest to narrowest   JBM

Use consistent style and tone 1. Compare passages for tone   6RG

Identify redundant wording 1. Remove redundant words or phrases   BGN

Use context clues to identify the figurative and
connotative meanings of words

1. Identify sensory details   9JT
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Conventions of Standard English
 

Standard IXL skills

Use consistent verb tense 1. Correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense   B2Q

Correct errors in sentence structure 1. Is it a complete sentence or a fragment?   UWQ

2. Is it a complete sentence or a run-on?   S56

3. Is it a complete sentence, a fragment, or a
run-on?   HPN

Use correct verb tense 1. Irregular past tense: review   KWY

Choose between adjectives and adverbs 1. Identify adjectives   PM5

2. Identify adverbs   YSU

Choose between frequently confused words 1. Use the correct homophone   3C7

2. Which definition matches the sentence?   WWZ

3. Which sentence matches the definition?   TYP

Avoid errors with commas and apostrophes 1. Commas with direct addresses, introductory
words, interjections, and interrupters   GMT

2. Commas with series, dates, and places   5LC

3. Identify plurals, singular possessives, and plural
possessives   JDP

ACT® Aspire - English 8th grade

Visit IXL's interactive skill plan at www.ixl.com/ela/skill-plans/act-aspire-english-grade-8

© 2023 IXL Learning. Visit IXL.com today! p. 2

https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-6/correct-inappropriate-shifts-in-verb-tense
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-6/correct-inappropriate-shifts-in-verb-tense
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/is-it-a-complete-sentence-or-a-fragment
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/is-it-a-complete-sentence-or-a-fragment
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/is-it-a-complete-sentence-or-a-run-on
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/is-it-a-complete-sentence-or-a-run-on
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/is-it-a-complete-sentence-a-fragment-or-a-run-on
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/is-it-a-complete-sentence-a-fragment-or-a-run-on
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/is-it-a-complete-sentence-a-fragment-or-a-run-on
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/irregular-past-tense-review
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/irregular-past-tense-review
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/identify-adjectives
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/identify-adjectives
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/identify-adverbs
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/identify-adverbs
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/use-the-correct-homophone
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/use-the-correct-homophone
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/which-definition-matches-the-sentence
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/which-definition-matches-the-sentence
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/which-sentence-matches-the-definition
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/which-sentence-matches-the-definition
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/commas-with-direct-addresses-introductory-words-interjections-and-interrupters
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/commas-with-direct-addresses-introductory-words-interjections-and-interrupters
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/commas-with-direct-addresses-introductory-words-interjections-and-interrupters
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/commas-with-series-dates-and-places
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/commas-with-series-dates-and-places
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/identify-plurals-singular-possessives-and-plural-possessives
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/identify-plurals-singular-possessives-and-plural-possessives
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/identify-plurals-singular-possessives-and-plural-possessives
https://www.ixl.com/ela/skill-plans/act-aspire-english-grade-8


 
 

Close 
Production of Writing
 

 
Knowledge of Writing
 

 
Conventions of Standard English
 

Standard IXL skills

Write thesis statements 1. Identify thesis statements   TM6

Relate individual sentences to author's purpose 1. Match causes and effects in informational
texts   WK9

2. Match problems with their solutions   FS5

Revise words and phrases to be more specific 1. Describe the difference between related
words   V9F

Connect the main idea to supporting details 1. Choose the analysis that logically connects the
evidence to the claim   P93

Standard IXL skills

Concisely communicate ideas

Use consistent tone 1. Compare passages for tone   6RG

Avoid overly informal language 1. Which sentence is more formal?   R6L

Revise redundant wording 1. Remove redundant words or phrases   BGN

Use context clues to identify the figurative and
connotative meanings of words

1. Interpret the meaning of an allusion from its
source   CHG

2. Interpret figures of speech   GPY

Standard IXL skills

Use consistent verb tense 1. Simple past, present, and future tense:
review   6FT
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Avoid errors in coordination and subordination 1. Is it a phrase or a clause?   XHU

2. Identify dependent and independent
clauses   VSJ

3. Is the sentence simple, compound, complex, or
compound-complex?   EKC

Avoid errors in subject-verb agreement 1. Correct errors with subject-verb agreement   TB5

Avoid errors in verb formation and
inappropriate shifts in verb tense

1. Form the progressive verb tenses   QNR

2. Form the perfect verb tenses   MQC

Use comparative adjectives 1. Form and use comparative and superlative
adjectives   URE

Choose between adjectives and adverbs 1. Choose between adjectives and adverbs   GPE

2. Is the word an adjective or adverb?   8RQ

Choose between frequently confused words 1. Use the correct frequently confused word   XYZ

2. Correct errors with frequently confused
words   PH9

3. Correct errors with signs   FXP

4. Correct errors in everyday use   HCU

Use prepositions 1. Identify prepositional phrases   WTV

Avoid errors with commas 1. Commas with coordinate adjectives   EGC

2. Commas: review   8CY
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Ready 
Production of Writing
 

 
Knowledge of Language
 

 
Conventions of Standard English
 

Standard IXL skills

Determine the rhetorical purpose of an essay 1. Analyze rhetorical strategies in historical texts:
set 1   MMA

Decide if a sentence should be added or deleted
to improve a paragraph

1. Organize information by main idea   2CA

2. Suggest appropriate revisions   5UK

Determine the purpose of words and phrases in
a paragraph

1. Analyze the effects of figures of speech on
meaning and tone   MMK

Write topic sentences 1. Choose the topic sentence that best captures
the main idea   6CH

Use transition words to connect paragraphs 1. Transitions with conjunctive adverbs   6VK

Standard IXL skills

Concisely communicate ideas

Use consistent tone, avoiding overly informal
language

1. Compare passages for tone   NSM

Revise redundant wording 1. Remove redundant words or phrases   JHX

Subtly distinguish ideas using a word or phrase 1. Positive and negative connotation   XY6

Standard IXL skills

Avoid inappropriate shifts in verb tense 1. Identify and correct inappropriate shifts in verb
tense   8BV

Use punctuation and conjunctions to join
clauses

1. Commas with compound and complex
sentences   JGH
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Avoid errors with subject-verb agreement 1. Correct errors with indefinite pronoun-verb
agreement   CTT

2. Use the correct verb – with compound
subjects   3W6

Avoid errors in verb formation 1. Form the progressive verb tenses   QNR

2. Form the perfect verb tenses   MQC

Choose correct pronoun case 1. Choose between subject and object
pronouns   SXR

2. Compound subjects and objects with "I" and
"me"   U2Z

3. Compound subjects and objects with
pronouns   E8B

Use comparative adjectives 1. Form and use comparative and superlative
adjectives   URE

Use commas to emphasize information 1. What does the punctuation suggest?   7H6

2. Commas with nonrestrictive elements   5X8

Use apostrophes to form possessive nouns 1. Form the singular or plural possessive   XAF
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Exceeding 
Production of Writing
 

 
Knowledge of Language
 

Standard IXL skills

Write thesis statements 1. Identify thesis statements   WBW

Evaluate sequencing in an essay 1. Trace an argument   UNX

Decide if a sentence should be added or deleted
to improve a paragraph

1. Avoid double, illogical, and unclear
comparisons   VZJ

Revise text to increase its impact 1. Use appeals to ethos, pathos, and logos in
persuasive writing   8F4

Evaluate the effectiveness of supporting details 1. Identify supporting evidence in a text   XWU

2. Identify stronger and weaker evidence to
support a claim   BU5

3. Read and understand informational
passages   BYP

Use transition words to connect ideas across
paragraphs

1. Transition logically between claims, evidence,
analysis, and counterclaims   MXF

Standard IXL skills

Choose words purposefully to communicate
ideas

1. Identify active and passive voice   WBA

2. Rewrite the sentence in active voice   W2F

Maintain consistent tone 1. Compare passages for tone   LKY

2. Compare passages for subjective and objective
tone   26U

Avoid overly informal language 1. Which text is most formal?   GT9

Make precise word choices to enhance tone 1. Use words accurately and precisely   FD6

2. Replace words using a thesaurus   LQU

Revise redundant wording 1. Remove redundant words or phrases   HWZ
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Conventions of Standard English
 

Subtly distinguish ideas using a word or phrase 1. Choose the word whose connotation and
denotation best match the sentence   89P

Standard IXL skills

Avoid inappropriate shifts in verb tense 1. Identify and correct inappropriate shifts in verb
tense   8BV

Avoid subordination errors 1. Create varied sentences based on models   C2L

Avoid errors in subject-verb agreement 1. Identify and correct errors with subject-verb
agreement   F96

2. Identify and correct errors with indefinite
pronoun-verb agreement   QGF

3. Identify and correct verb agreement with
compound subjects   HRZ

Avoid errors in verb formation 1. Form the progressive verb tenses   92T

2. Form the perfect verb tenses   DPS

Use comparative and superlative adjectives and
adverbs

1. Good, better, best, bad, worse, and worst   89G

2. Form and use comparative and superlative
adverbs   96C

3. Well, better, best, badly, worse, and worst   HXM

Use punctuation to join clauses 1. Use semicolons and commas to separate
clauses   63P

Use apostrophes to form singular and plural
possessive nouns

1. Identify and correct errors with plural and
possessive nouns   AAR

2. Identify and correct errors with compound and
joint possession   VEC

ACT® Aspire - English 8th grade

Visit IXL's interactive skill plan at www.ixl.com/ela/skill-plans/act-aspire-english-grade-8
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