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Emerging 
Key Ideas and Details
 

 
Craft and Structure
 

 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
 

Standard IXL skills

Identify explicit main ideas 1. Determine the main idea of a passage   TH7

Summarize passages

Use context to make simple inferences and
identify relationships

1. Compare illustrations of literary and historical
subjects   K52

Identify text details 1. Compare and contrast in informational
texts   8ZK

Identify character development

Standard IXL skills

Identify text structure 1. Match causes and effects in informational
texts   WK9

2. Match problems with their solutions   FS5

Identify text purpose

Use context clues 1. Find words using context   J8G

Identify literal and figurative language 1. Classify figures of speech   WE5

Identify multiple perspectives

Standard IXL skills

Identify author's claims

Identify how fact and opinion influence text 1. Distinguish facts from opinions   UVJ
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Compare and contrast literary elements and
themes

1. Match the quotations with their themes   STM

Cite text evidence 1. Choose evidence to support a claim   BMP
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Close 
Key Ideas and Details
 

 
Craft and Structure
 

 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
 

Standard IXL skills

Identify explicit and implicit main ideas 1. Determine the main idea of a passage   TH7

2. Read and understand informational
passages   BYP

Summarize passages

Use context to make simple inferences and
identify relationships

1. Compare illustrations of literary and historical
subjects   K52

Identify text details 1. Read graphic organizers   2A9

Identify character development 1. Analyze short stories   5FL

Standard IXL skills

Identify text structure 1. Identify text structures   U9K

Identify text purpose 1. Identify the author's purpose   K5H

Use context clues 1. Use context to identify the meaning of a
word   FD7

Relate word choice to meaning and tone 1. Compare passages for tone   6RG

2. Interpret figures of speech   GPY

Standard IXL skills

Identify author's claims

Identify how fact and opinion influence text 1. Distinguish facts from opinions   LSW

Compare and contrast literary elements 1. Determine the themes of short stories   9UH
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Cite text evidence 1. Identify supporting details in informational
texts   8HV

2. Identify supporting details in literary texts   XXH
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Ready 
Key Ideas and Details
 

 
Craft and Structure
 

Standard IXL skills

Identify explicit and implicit main ideas 1. Read and understand informational
passages   BYP

Summarize passages

Cite text details 1. Compare and contrast in informational
texts   8ZK

Draw conclusions about character development 1. Analyze short stories   5FL

Use context to draw inferences and identify
relationships

1. Determine the themes of short stories   9UH

Standard IXL skills

Identify text structure 1. Identify text structures   U9K

Identify text purpose 1. Identify the author's purpose   K5H

Use context clues 1. Determine the meaning of words using
synonyms in context   EQD

2. Determine the meaning of words using
antonyms in context   9SP

Relate word choice to meaning and tone 1. Compare passages for tone   NSM

2. Analyze the effects of figures of speech on
meaning and tone   MMK

Relate structure and style to meaning 1. Compare two texts with different genres   RXX
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Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
 

Standard IXL skills

Identify how fact and opinion affect bias and
tone

1. Distinguish facts from opinions   LSW

Identify how evidence is used to create an
argument

1. Trace an argument   UNX

Compare and contrast literary elements and
themes

1. Match the quotations with their themes   STM

Compare ideas in texts 1. Compare information from two texts   VAL

Cite text evidence 1. Identify supporting details in informational
texts   8HV

2. Identify supporting details in literary texts   XXH

ACT® Aspire - Reading 8th grade

Visit IXL's interactive skill plan at www.ixl.com/ela/skill-plans/act-aspire-reading-grade-8

© 2023 IXL Learning. Visit IXL.com today! p. 6

https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/distinguish-facts-from-opinions
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/distinguish-facts-from-opinions
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/trace-an-argument
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/trace-an-argument
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/match-the-quotations-with-their-themes
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/match-the-quotations-with-their-themes
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/compare-information-from-two-texts
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/compare-information-from-two-texts
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/identify-supporting-details-in-informational-texts
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/identify-supporting-details-in-informational-texts
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/identify-supporting-details-in-informational-texts
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/identify-supporting-details-in-literary-texts
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/identify-supporting-details-in-literary-texts
https://www.ixl.com/ela/skill-plans/act-aspire-reading-grade-8


 
 

Exceeding 
Key Ideas and Details
 

 
Craft and Structure
 

Standard IXL skills

Analyze explicit and implicit main ideas 1. Determine the main idea of a passage   HFN

2. Analyze rhetorical strategies in historical texts:
set 1   MMA

3. Analyze rhetorical strategies in historical texts:
set 2   RNC

Summarize passages

Make inferences, identify relationships, and
analyze text details using context

1. Analyze short stories: set 2   WHN

2. Analyze the development of informational
passages: set 1   UDA

3. Analyze the development of informational
passages: set 2   EUN

Cite text details 1. Identify supporting evidence in a text   XWU

Analyze character development 1. Analyze short stories: set 1   2SP

Standard IXL skills

Relate narrative voice to author's purpose 1. Identify the narrative point of view   VU5

Use context clues 1. Determine the meaning of domain-specific
words with pictures   VEJ

2. Vocabulary review: Trace an argument   LY6

3. Interpret the meaning of an allusion from its
source   CHG

Relate word choice to meaning and tone 1. Analyze the effects of figures of speech on
meaning and tone   MMK

Analyze how text structure and style affect
meaning

1. Compare passages for tone   LKY
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Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
 

Analyze multiple perspectives

Standard IXL skills

Identify how fact and opinion affect bias and
tone

1. Compare passages for subjective and objective
tone   26U

Identify how evidence is used to create an
argument

1. Trace an argument: set 1   TWV

2. Trace an argument: set 2   QNQ

Compare and contrast literary elements and
themes

Cite text evidence 1. Choose the best evidence to support a
claim   ADR
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