
Supporting success for your emergent 
bilingual students with IXL
IXL Learning makes it easy to support your emergent bilingual students with targeted, effective 
instruction. With a comprehensive PK-12 curriculum and built-in language supports across 
thousands of skills, IXL is proven to help schools drive academic gains for students at all levels.

Effective Evidence-Based Instruction
IXL is proven through extensive research to be effective in improving 
student achievement, and meets ESSA Tier 1 criteria for math and ESSA 
Tier 2 criteria for ELA. 

IXL contains a multitude of supports for emergent bilingual students, 
including but not limited to:

•	 Tailored skill plans. In addition to skill plans aligned to the TEKS, IXL offers custom-built skill plans that 
unpack the ELPS and TELPAS into targeted skills, so teachers know exactly what students should work 
on in order to meet key benchmarks. 

•	 Rich vocabulary and engaging graphics. IXL skills include visually appealing graphics, varied vocabulary, 
and targeted vocabulary instruction, ensuring that emergent bilingual students receive the support they 
need to increase their English vocabulary. 

•	 Culturally and linguistically inclusive content. IXL reading passages and skills are thoughtfully written 
to be inclusive and accessible to students from varied cultural backgrounds and life experiences, 
ensuring that background knowledge is provided and doesn’t become a barrier to comprehension.

•	 Clearly defined learning objectives. Each IXL skill is focused on a clearly defined learning objective, 
enabling teachers and students to target and strengthen that specific area of knowledge.

•	 Modeled direct instruction. Video tutorials demonstrate and explain concepts using clear instructional 
language, model effective speaking, and provide students with structured opportunities to build 
listening skills.

•	 Open access to the full PK-12 Curriculum. Students can revisit foundational skills or access grade-
level content as needed, allowing instruction to align with both academic needs and English language 
proficiency.



Audio support on IXL’s reading foundations skills 
provides clear models for both high-frequency and 
academic vocabulary. Encourage emergent bilingual 
students to repeat the words that they hear to practice 
speaking single words and short phrases while 
connecting their speech to the skill’s engaging visuals.

At the early levels of listening 
proficiency, emergent bilingual 
students benefit from vocabulary 
presented alongside pictures or 
images. IXL’s reading foundations 
skills help emergent bilingual 
students recognize and mimic 
sounds while demonstrating 
understanding of spoken words 
and simple phrases. 

Emergent bilingual students 
who are at the early levels of 
reading language proficiency 
benefit from text features such 
as illustrations, examples, and 
pictures to help them identify 
words, their meanings, and 
relevant key information. 
IXL’s image-rich skills support 
students in accessing text and 
building comprehension. IXL’s spelling skills empower 

emergent bilingual students 
to begin writing at the sound 
and word level while building 
their vocabulary through 
image support. For additional 
practice, encourage students 
to write their answers on 
a separate piece of paper 
before submitting, giving 
them valuable handwriting 
practice in English. 

Pre-production and beginning proficiency levels

IXL Tip: IXL video tutorials are engaging, expert-led videos that complement IXL’s adaptive math, English 
language arts (ELA), and Spanish language arts (SLA) skills. These videos reinforce key concepts while giving 
students opportunities to hear academic language in context, build listening skills, and observe clear models of 
English proficiency. 



Vocabulary knowledge is essential for understanding 
spoken language.  IXL’s vocabulary skills provide engaging 
practice with content-area vocabulary, helping students 
better comprehend oral instruction in the classroom. IXL Group Jam provides an 

engaging way to encourage 
emergent bilingual students to 
talk about the content. When 
practicing a skill during an IXL 
Group Jam, encourage students 
to explain their answer orally 
using sentence stems such as, “My 
answer was ______ because _____.”

Pre-reading and during-
reading strategies are key to 
helping emergent bilingual 
students at the intermediate 
level develop reading 
comprehension. IXL’s reading 
strategies skills provide 
targeted practice in specific 
strategies such as using text 
features, making predictions, 
interpreting figurative 
language, and identifying 
the central idea. Emergent 
bilingual students can practice 
these strategies in a focused 
IXL skill, before applying them 
to other reading tasks. 

At the intermediate level, emergent bilingual students focus 
on writing phrases that accurately convey information and 
ideas. IXL’s writing skills provide targeted practice at the 
phrase and sentence level, allowing students to focus on 
specific aspects of writing while being exposed to model 
paragraphs.

Intermediate proficiency level

IXL Tip:  Many IXL skills include engaging visuals to help students connect written and spoken words to content. 
These visuals can be especially helpful for emergent bilingual students, enabling them to connect newly learned 
English vocabulary to objects and concepts. 



IXL video tutorials provide opportunities for students to 
listen to a variety of speakers and to derive meaning from 
multimedia sources. After watching a video tutorial, students 
apply what they learned by completing the skill practice. 

Encourage students to 
practice their speaking skills 
by summarizing the concepts 
explained in the “Learn with 
an example.” Important 
vocabulary words are bolded 
within the text; encourage 
students to incorporate these 
words into their explanation.

IXL’s text and book study skills 
provide opportunities for 
emergent bilingual students to 
apply their reading skills using 
authentic texts. With a variety 
of reading strategy questions, 
students practice decoding 
and build comprehension 
and vocabulary as they read 
engaging texts such as The 
Lightning Thief or Into Thin Air.

High intermediate and advanced proficiency levels

IXL Tip: IXL Group Jam is one of IXL’s best tools for classroom discourse. In a Group Jam, all students work on 
the same question at the same time, creating opportunities for discussion, collaboration, and application of 
content-are vocabulary. 

Emergent bilingual writers at the high intermediate and 
advanced proficiency levels need support in writing sentences 
with increasing length and complexity. In addition to the 
many grammar skills that support their development, skills 
such as Use linking words in paragraphs help students 
strengthen their writing by connecting ideas and combining 
sentences into paragraphs.

Learn more about IXL’s impact in Texas at ixl.com/us/texas.

http://ixl.com/us/texas

