
Did you know?
IXL offers SecureTest, a secure testing experience for high-stakes assessments that prevents students 
from accessing unapproved programs during testing. Visit ixl.com/securetest to learn which systems 
are supported, and work with your IXL Account Manager to get started!

Set up Snapshot windows
Create LevelUp Snapshot windows to gather interim progress data between LevelUp Benchmarks. 
IXL recommends scheduling monthly Snapshots to monitor student growth throughout the year.

The IXL LevelUpTM Diagnostic uniquely connects assessment, insights, and instruction—helping you make 
confident decisions throughout the year. Available for PreK-12 in math and language arts, the LevelUp 
Diagnostic Snapshot can be used as an interim progress check to gain reliable insights and refresh 
personalized learning plans for every student.

Steps to successful implementation
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Create a LevelUp Snapshot window
The primary and lead administrators for 
your IXL account can set up a LevelUp 
Snapshot window by visiting their Settings 
page. Under Assessment Windows, select 
Create a new window. You can customize: 

•	 Start and end dates

•	 Participating schools and grade levels

•	 Snapshot name, such as “October Math 
Snapshot - 5th grade”

Use results to 
guide planning and 

instruction
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http://ixl.com/securetest 
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Prepare students and teachers
Help teachers prepare students for the Snapshot  
Teachers will receive a notification when their students have been assigned a Snapshot. They 
can also check their Assessment tab for any scheduled assessment windows.
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Optional: Manage assessment accommodations
Administrators can enable accommodations for individual students from their student roster page, 
including extended time, audio support, and Spanish language support. The LevelUp Diagnostic 
Results report indicates which students completed an assessment with accommodations.

•	 Extended time: 150%, 200%, or unlimited time 

•	 Audio support: Automatically enabled for PreK-2; extended audio available for grades 3-12

•	 Spanish-language support (math only): Text and audio available for PreK-2, with extended 
audio available in higher grades

Share the comprehensive guide with your teachers to help them prepare and understand 
their role in facilitating the Snapshot!

Monitor completion 
Visit the LevelUp Diagnostic Tier Analysis report to quickly check for completion by using the 
Data Time Frame dropdown to select the active Snapshot window, and then selecting the Not 
complete tier. 

Follow up with schools and teachers as needed so students finish the Snapshot before the 
window closes.

https://www.ixl.com/admin/students
https://www.ixl.com/analytics/levelup-diagnostic-tier-analysis
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•	 Overall levels: At the top, you’ll see a 
visual breakdown of students in your 
district/school who are above, on, below, 
or far below grade level.

•	 Strand levels: Below that, you can view 
performance for individual strands by 
grade band.  

•	 Filters: Use the filter options at the top 
of the report to hone in on the exact data 
you’re interested in. 

•	 View by: Use the dropdown toggle to 
view the data by school, teacher, grade, 
course, and demographics.

•	 Reading difficulties flag: The LevelUp 
ELA Snapshot may also flag some 
students as at possible risk for reading 
difficulties, including dyslexia.*

Help teachers use insights for differentiated instruction
Using each student’s Diagnostic results, IXL immediately generates (or refreshes) a personalized 
action plan with learning recommendations tailored to each student. These plans include a specific 
list of IXL skills that each student should work on to fill their knowledge gaps and build on their 
current understanding. 

Encourage teachers to use the action plans to assign skills and help students grow from where they are.

*This flag does not diagnose dyslexia. It indicates that further evaluation by a qualified professional may be appropriate.

Use results to guide planning and instruction 
Leverage district- and school-wide data
After the Snapshot window closes, review the LevelUp Diagnostic Results report to identify areas 
for improvement and support data-driven conversations with stakeholders.
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https://www.ixl.com/analytics/levelup-diagnostic-results


Recommended: 
Keep insights current with Real-Time mode 

Beyond formal Benchmark and Snapshot windows, Real-Time mode gives teachers ongoing insight into 
student knowledge and keeps personalized action plans up to date.

Encourage teachers to make Real-Time mode part of their weekly routine!

With as few as 10-15 questions per week, students can refine their levels and receive updated action plans. 
These current insights help teachers differentiate instruction, form small groups, and address knowledge 
gaps more efficiently.

Share this Real-Time mode guide with your teachers to show them how to get started.
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IXL LevelUpTM Diagnostic 
Assessment Suite

The IXL LevelUp Diagnostic uniquely connects assessment, insights, and 
instruction—so educators can make impactful decisions at any point in the year with 
confidence. Use the assessments below to flexibly assess PreK–12 students in math 
and English language arts, and get the just-in-time next steps needed to drive growth.

Assessment Best for Test length Recommended 
schedule

LevelUp 
Benchmark

District-level planning: Establish a rigorous 
baseline and measure growth at key points 
in the year.

- Math: 45-60 minutes
- ELA: 90 minutes or less

Administrators schedule a BoY 
Benchmark, and MoY and/or EoY
Benchmarks as required

LevelUp 
Snapshot

Interim progress checks: Monitor student 
growth between Benchmark windows with 
consistent, comparable data.

- Can be completed in 
as little as 15 minutes 
per subject

Administrators set up monthly 
Snapshots, and optionally use as 
MoY and/or EoY assessments

LevelUp 
Real-Time Mode

Instruction-level planning: Keep student 
recommendations and insights current so 
teachers can adjust weekly.

- Ongoing usage in as 
little as 10 questions 
per week

Teachers can incorporate 
diagnostic questions into regular 
instruction, with about 10 
questions per week 

LevelUp 
Universal 
Screeners

Early intervention: Quickly identify K–8 
students who may need more help in math 
and reading.

- Math: 20-30 minutes
- Reading: 20-30 minutes

Administrators schedule as needed 
throughout the year (up to 5 times)

For administrators For teachers

Administrator data view with LevelUp Benchmarks and Snapshots

OctSepAug Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May

Benchmarks
Snapshots

Monitor growth throughout the year
With your monthly Snapshots, you’ll receive interim progress data for a fuller picture of student 
growth throughout the year, and students’ action plans will automatically update after each. 

Snapshots can also serve as midyear or end-of-year assessments.

4

When choosing between a Benchmark and Snapshot for midyear or end-of-year assessments, consider 
the level of rigor and depth you need. Use a Benchmark for the most comprehensive measure of 
student performance. Choose a Snapshot when you need a faster interim check with less testing time.

https://www.ixl.com/materials/i_guides/Teacher_Guide_IXL_LevelUp_Math_Assessment_Real-Time

