
IXL Flex Diagnostic: Benchmark mode
GUIDE FOR TEACHERS

How it works

The Benchmark mode for the IXL Flex Diagnostic allows your school or district to get all the benefits 
of a benchmark assessment in a flexible, lightweight format.

Your school or district administrator will select one or more specific times during the year for 
students to complete their diagnostic in math and/or language arts.

You can view the current and any planned Benchmark window/s under the Assessment tab.

View your Benchmark window1



During a Benchmark window, students will see a notification when they sign in to IXL that 
directs them to complete their diagnostic by the specified date.

Instruct students to click on the button to enter the Diagnostic arena, where they will start 
answering questions. The diagnostic pinpoints students' knowledge levels in as little as
45 minutes per subject.* Students can complete the diagnostic in one sitting, or over
multiple sessions. 

As they answer questions, a progress indicator will show them how close they are to finishing.

Get your students started2



Students will see a notification when they have completed their diagnostic.



Entering the arena: Students will be able to choose which subject they want to diagnose first.

If students have been assigned a Benchmark in both math and ELA:

Dual-subject Benchmark

Completing the diagnostic: Students will see a notification when they have finished the first 
subject, and be prompted to start on the second subject.

Dual-subject Benchmark



To check if your students have completed their Benchmark, visit the Flex Diagnostic Overview 
report under the Analytics tab.

You will see a notification that shows you how many students have finished their diagnostic, and 
which students still need to do so. 

Check for completion3

Click on the tab for each subject on the report to check for subject-specific completion.

If students have been assigned a Benchmark in both math and ELA:

Dual-subject Benchmark



IXL will generate an action plan for each student based on their performance in the Benchmark. 

Visit the Assessment
tab, and use the 
dropdown menu to 
select a student.
Scroll down to the 
bottom of their report to 
view their action plan.

View results and take action4



This action plan shows you their knowledge levels in each strand, and the specific skill suggestions 
that will help them make progress from where they are. 

We recommend having students reach a 
SmartScore of 80 or 90 in each of those 
skills to accelerate their growth.



The IXL Diagnostic isn’t just for benchmark assessments. It can also support your daily 
classroom instruction with immediate insight into your students’ knowledge. 

Use the IXL Diagnostic in Real-Time mode in between benchmarks to get frequent data 
on what your students know.

Set aside as little as 10 minutes a week to maintain students’ levels and receive 
updated action plans. 

Leverage up-to-date insights that help you make better decisions when differentiating 
instruction, planning for small-group instruction, and helping students close knowledge 
gaps efficiently. 

Check out this 3-step implementation guide or video to get the most out of your diagnostic 
data this year! 

Use the IXL Diagnostic in Real-Time mode as an instructional tool
Recommended

https://www.ixl.com/materials/us/i_guides/Teacher_Plan_Diagnostic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=powzA_2D7UE

