
IXL for Classroom Engagement

Group Jams provide exciting ways for students to work together on IXL skills! During a Jam, your 
students will see the same IXL question at the same time. This is perfect for:

Enhancing whole-class instruction
Measuring class understanding in real time
Encouraging collaboration and friendly competition

Steps to successful implementation

Select an IXL skill that corresponds with your lesson.

GROUP JAM

Choose a skill for your Jam1
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When your students are ready to start jamming, click the “start” button at the bottom right of 
the skill page.
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Click “Start Group Jam”2



There are two ways to Jam:

• Classic Group Jam: All students see the same IXL question at the same time.

• Lightning Jam: Start a fun classroom competition with Lightning Jam! Students earn points for 
answering quickly and correctly, and the top three highest-scoring students will be highlighted. 
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You can also add additional skills to your Jam, if you’d like!



Tip: 

For students        Anonymizes responses 
for your students, so they can’t see 
whether their peers have answered 
correctly or incorrectly.

For students and teacher        Anonymizes 
responses for you and your students. (This 
option can be helpful if you’re presenting 
the Jam on the board for the whole class.)

Select which students you’d like to include, whether you’re working with a small group or the 
whole class.

Finally, decide whether to make student responses anonymous.

Then click Start Group Jam to begin!  
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Tip: 

At this stage, you can provide additional support 
to students who are taking longer to submit 
their answers. 

Once all students have joined the Jam and the question is live, you can see which students have 
submitted their answers and which students are still working. 

Hover over each student icon to see their name and what they’ve answered. 
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Click “Move to review” to share a detailed answer explanation with the group. You can use this 
as a support tool to walk students through the problem and address their questions. 
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Based on how your students performed on the last problem, you can choose if you’d like the 
next question to be at the same level of difficulty, easier, or harder. 

There are so many ways to use Group Jam in the classroom! We’ve included several ideas below:

Group Jam in action

Determine the best next step7

Note: Group Jam doesn’t affect 
SmartScores, so students can focus on 
building their knowledge before starting 
or returning to independent skill practice!
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Whole-class instruction

Use Group Jam at the end of a lesson to quickly pinpoint 
understanding. Students with a strong grasp of the material can 
move on to independent practice, while you work closely with 
students who need more support.

Group work and idea sharing
Use Group Jam to get students talking! Break them into pairs and 
encourage them to explain the material to each other as they work 
through problems together.

Small group
Have small groups work on the same skill. Consider rotating 
students between independent study and Group Jam, where you 
can gauge their understanding and provide additional support.

Friendly competition
Use Lighting Jam to motivate students to answer questions quickly 
and correctly. This is a great way to review material at the end of a 
unit!

For more ideas on boosting classroom engagement with IXL, 

visit https://www.ixl.com/resources/classroom-engagement
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