GUIDE FOR TEACHERS

Universal screener

In just 20 minutes, IXL’s universal screener identiﬁes students who are at risk of not meeting
grade-level standards for timely intervention.

How it works
1 View your screener window
Your school or district administrator will select one or more speciﬁc times during the year for your
students to complete their screener.
You can view the current and any scheduled screener windows on the screener page.

2 Get your students started
During a screener window, students will see a notiﬁcation when they sign in to IXL that directs
them to complete their screener.

When students are ready, instruct them to click on the button to start their screener. The screener
needs to be completed in one sitting and will expire 30 minutes after the student begins the
screener.
Students are limited to three minutes per question, and any selected answer will be automatically
submitted when time is up. If no answer is selected, the question will consequently be marked as
incorrect. Provide students with scratch paper and encourage them to guess if they don’t know the
answer!
During the last 30 seconds of a question, a timer will appear to remind students to submit their
answers.

Students will see a notiﬁcation when they have completed their screener. Students will not be able
to see their levels.
If your administrator has a Snapshot planned, students will then be directed to continue into the
Snapshot. If not, students will be directed to exit the screener.

View your math levels

3 Check for completion
To check if your students have completed their screener, visit the Diagnostic Overview report by
clicking on Analytics, then on Diagnostic.
You will see a notiﬁcation that shows you how many students have ﬁnished their screener and
which students have not.

4 View results and take action
When students complete the screener, you will see each student’s overall levels and their levels
within individual strands. Students will fall into one of three categories: far below grade level,
below grade level, and on/above grade level.
You can export these results and work with your administration to determine if an intervention
plan is necessary for students who fall below grade level.

To get a closer look at how each student is doing, encourage all students to complete the
Real-Time Diagnostic. With the Diagnostic Action Plan, you can see each student’s exact knowledge
levels and the speciﬁc suggested skills that will help them grow from where they are.
Questions answered in the screener will inform the Real-Time Diagnostic algorithm and levels,
giving students a “head start” on completing their diagnostic!
Learn more about how you can assess student knowledge and personalize instruction with the
Real-Time Diagnostic in this 3-step implementation guide.

